Renee Fleming in recital- Fﬂdur
~-vening at Symphony Hall. .

By KEITH POWERS -

How to describe Renee Flegp
ing’s Celebrity Series recital- Fri.
day evening at Symphony Hall?

— mate humin—
’ m sound® Where
m do ‘thought

‘and feeling
meet? Why is music the greatest _
art? Can a performance attain per-
fection? ' :

Of course this is hyperbolic, but

Renee Fleming’s singing captured -
all of the nuances of musical emo- -
tion in the most effortless manner,
From Purcell to Handel to Berg to
Schumann and Strauss, Fleming
let us know that while her famous
face might help sell everything
from Rolexes to roadsters, the
lyric soprano voice is the real rea-
son for her fame. :

The sold-out hall buzzed with
excitement when Fleming and sty-
lish accompanist Hartmut Holl -
took the stage.

Her shimmering cream-colored
gown — de la Renta, don't you
know? — and blonder than blond
hair gave the diva an otherworldly
angelic appearance. (Her - own
take on the gown: “I feel Jike 'm
channeling Glinda the Good
Witch.”) :

.pang eatly-music Before Mtérmhis 4 -
' taposfig that with-Berg-and Schu-
<P s “Bles:ce: Virgin spil::z:'

_ciently “TelFme, sore pitying An-
T“gel” and “Sweeter than roses” -
: “ghowed -off the creamy coloratura
“grate. Atiag from Han —"in-
- particular as Cleopatra singing
~“Calm thou my soul” from Alex-

ander Balus, demonstrated her

dramatic flair. : .

"dr'Berg"s “Seven Early Songs”

shifted the focus, to German ro-

mantic poetry, with Fleming’s
-.idiomatic use of - the lan_guage
making ber sound like a native.
More German. poetry, in set-.
tifigs by Schumann; deepened the
Romanptic mood. Two translations
of Robert Burss; inchuding a s?llﬁ
and airy féading of "Highland Lul-
laby,” showed that Fleming's in-
stiuihent, which- had no trouble.
filling the back of the hall power-

fol i i gy e el
: %‘t e music called for it.. -

) r encores were not nearly
enl:)(:\:h, A readix{g,. (‘)f‘ ""Sorpg-
where Ovér the Rainbow,” which
can sound schlocky rendered by
an _artist of lesser repute, con-
firmed - the obvious:  There -is
nothing Renee 'Fleming cannot
sing beautifully.
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